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OUR MISSION

* The Indiana Department of Child Services
leads the state’s response to allegations of
child abuse and neglect and facilitates
child support payments. We consider the
needs and values of all we serve in our
efforts to protect children while keeping

families together whenever possible.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

e Offer to help those who appear under
stress and may need some assistance.
o Ask families how you can help
o Provide connection to community
resources
o Send referral to Community Partners
* Preferred to engage families first,
but it can be a cold call

* Identifying and engaging families with their

informal supports 1.'
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PREVENTION
PROGRAMMING

The Indiana Department of Child Services
funds child abuse and neglect prevention

programming

Prevent Child Abuse Indiana (PCAIN)
e Healthy Families Indiana (HFI)
e Community Partners for Child Safety

(CPCS)
* Youth Service Bureaus (YSB) & Safe Place

e Alternative Truancy Programs ﬁ
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PREVENTION
PROGRAMMING

Prevent Child Abuse Indiana

Primary prevention program that includes
prevention education, advocacy, distribution
of printed resource materials, as well as the
development of Child Abuse Prevention

Councils statewide.

Prevent Child Abuse Indiana - Primary

Prevention for Child Maltreatment (pcain.org)
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https://www.pcain.org/

PREVENTION
PROGRAMMING

Healthy Families Indiana

Healthy Families Indiana (HFI) is a voluntary
evidence-based home visitation program that
is designed to promote healthy families and
healthy children through a variety of services
including child development, access to health

care, and parent education. HFI is available

in all 92 counties of the state. 1’;
INDIANA
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https://www.in.gov/dcs/2459.htm

PREVENTION
PROGRAMMING

Community Partners for Child Safety

* Community Partners for Child Safety (CPCS) provides child
abuse and neglect prevention services in every region (18)
in the state of Indiana.

* CPCS collaborates with other community resources within
each region to create a coordinated prevention network.

* Families access prevention services through self-referral,
referral from another community agency, or from Helpline.

* Participation in services is voluntary.

* CPCS also provides Community Liaisons for direct
services to connect families to resources to
strengthen the family unit and prevent child abuse INDIANA
DEPARTMENT OF
and neglect. CHILD

SERVICES
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PREVENTION
PROGRAMMING

DCS Helpline-CPCS

On May 3, 2021, a new prompt was added to
the DCS child abuse and neglect hotline
which enables callers to be connected

directly to a CPCS agency.

DCS: Community Partners for Child Safety

(in.gov) 1."
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https://www.in.gov/dcs/2455.htm

PREVENTION
PROGRAMMING

Youth Service Bureaus and Safe Places

YSBs provide primary and secondary prevention
programming geared to prevent adolescent
misbehavior and/or divert youth from the justice

system.

Safe Place provides short-term, crisis-oriented
assistance, a safe place where you can go to ask for
help and be connected to a youth serving agency to
provide the needed assistance.

* Indiana Youth Services Association (indysb.org) 1'\
* DCS: Youth Service Bureau (YSB) & Safe Place
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https://indysb.org/
https://www.in.gov/dcs/3326.htm

PREVENTION
PROGRAMMING

Other initiatives taking placing focusing on

improvement of child and family wellbeing.

* Prevention Framework and Toolkit
- DCS in partnership with other state and
local partners are working to develop a
framework and toolkit of resources that
communities can access to guide prevention
efforts.

e Strengthening Indiana Families

¥

INDIANA
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

Let's recap

e Work with families by being transparent

about concerns and let them know that
there may be resources to help them

e Offer help

e Connect families to resources

e Refer to Community Partners for Child

Safety (CPCS)
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PREVENTION
QUESTIONS

Have additional questions about the DCS

funded prevention programs discussed?

dcspreventionquestions@dcs.in.gov or

Hannah Robinson,

Hannah.Robinson@dcs.in.gov
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WHAT IS PHYSICAL
ABUSE?

Any non-accidental physical injury to a child
caused by a parent or caregiver that results

in or threatens serious injury.
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RECOGNIZING SIGNS

Physical Abuse - Potential Signs
e Unexplained marks on the body
o Possible examples: Cuts, bruises, welts,
burns, lumps, bumps, black eyes, fractures,
or dislocations
e Bruises or welts in various stages of healing, or
in clusters or patterns in the shape of an object
o Possible examples: Patterns that look like a
belt or an electrical cord
e Pattern burns, burns in the shape of a specific

object, or scald burns.

o Possible examples: Cigarette or iron burns 1'
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RECOGNIZING SIGNS

Emotional Abuse — Potential Signs

e Considers or attempts suicide

* Demonstrates self-harming behaviors

e Gets pleasure from hurting others, pets, or
other animals

e Exhibits difficulty in forming positive
relationships

e Demonstrates defiant behavior

* Is unable to trust others I

* Is unable to identify with others 1.'

e Experiences speech and eating disorders ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ
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WHAT IS NEGLECT?

Parent, guardian or custodian does not
supply child with:

* Shelter

* Food

* Education

e Clothing

* Medical Care

* Supervision

¥

INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF

CHILD
SERVICES

email@email.com www.website.com



SDM’s DEFINITION OF
EDUCATIONAL NEGLECT

* A child age 5 or 6 is currently or was previously enrolled in
school, and the parent is now refusing to allow or failing to
support the child in attending school or receiving
homeschooling.

o Consider number of absences in the current year (less
than 10 unexcused absences should not be considered
educational neglect), attempts to engage the parents,

and parents’ response to these attempts.

* A child is age 7-12 and there is unreasonable delay, refusal,
or failure on the part of the caregiver to seek, obtain, and/or
maintain education for the child.

o Consider number of absences in the current year (less

| Ty,
than 10 unexcused absences should not be considered l
educational neglect), attempts to engage the parents,
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SDM’s DEFINITION OF
EDUCATIONAL NEGLECT

* A child is age 13 or older, enrolled in school, and not

attending to the extent that educational neglect is
present.
o Child has over 10 unexcused absences during the
current school year;
o Caregiver has been made aware of the situation; AND
o Information provided indicates that the caregiver
refuses to allow or appears unable to support the

child in attending school

* Guidance to help schools:

o |IDOE Guidance for Schools to Partner with DCS in

Promoting Child Welfare and Continuity of Learning

o Indiana Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline: Educational i
Neglect Recorded Information Session l /
o Educational Neglect — IDOE State Attendance Office
INDIANA

o Absentee Rate of 20% or Greater — IDOE State DEPARTMENT OF
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https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/news/april-17-idoe-dcs-continuity-learning.pdf
https://www.smore.com/bswng-recorded-information-session
https://www.smore.com/dy84j-educational-neglect
https://www.smore.com/rn6kb-absentee-rate-of-20-or-greater

HOW YOU CAN HELP

* Attendance

o Flexibility and compassion with the varying
levels of our youth and their parents’
competency to manage the many different
remote learning platforms.

o Communication with families to determine
underlying reason for absences

* Engage with Community Partners to assist
family

o Consider developing a strength-based
attendance policy and program that engages
community partners similar to those other

schools have used

* Attendance Works ﬁ
* Project Attend

INDIANA

* Generating Responsibility through an Alternative
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https://www.attendanceworks.org/policy/state-education-policy/indiana/
https://scs.bcps.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_9046958/File/Pupil%20Personnel%20Services-Millie%20Hamann/Documents/Project%20Attend.pdf
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/1558666/1b5a4cc8-4cd9-11e9-931b-12620388cbec/2129603/88b5f2c4-c6ac-11ea-9168-12f15c806c43/file/A30%20Student%20Handbook%202020-2021.pdf

RECOGNIZING SIGNS

* Neglect — Potential Physical Signs
o Dirty, smelly, torn, or inappropriate
clothing for the circumstances
o Developmental lags

o Underweight

* Neglect — Potential Behavioral Signs
o Inactive
o Begging for or stealing food
o Reports being left alone Ry
o Alcohol or drug use 1.'
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WHAT IS SEXUAL ABUSE?

Usually is unwanted sexual behavior by a

person upon another or when consent for

such behavior cannot be given. Indiana has

several statutes that define sexual abuse.
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RECOGNIZING SIGNS

Sexual Abuse — Potential Signs

Sexual knowledge beyond what is age-
appropriate

Recurring pain or itching in genital or anal
areas

Sexually transmitted disease

Frequent bladder or urinary tract infections
Genital injury

Unexplained fear

Sexual acting-out behavior

¥
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RECOGNIZING SIGNS

Age-Appropriate Sexual Behaviors
* 0-5 years of age
o Will have questions and express knowledge
relating to:
e Differences in gender, private body parts
* Hygiene and toileting
* Pregnancy and birth
o Will explore genitals and can experience
pleasure

o Showing and looking at private body parts
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RECOGNIZING SIGNS

Age-Appropriate Sexual Behaviors
* 6-8 years of age
o Will need knowledge and have questions about:
* Physical development, relationships, sexual
behavior
* Menstruation and pregnancy
* Personal values
o Experiment with same-age and same gender
children, often during games or role-
playing

o Self-stimulation in private expected to continu
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RECOGNIZING SIGNS

Age-Appropriate Sexual Behaviors
* 9-12 years of age
o Will need knowledge and have questions
about:
e Sexual materials and information
e Relationships and sexual behavior
* Using sexual words and discussing
sexual acts and personal values,
particularly with peers
o Increased experimentation with sexual

behaviors and romantic relationships

o Self-stimulation in private expected to H

continue INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF

CHILD
SERVICES
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RECOGNIZING SIGNS

Age-Appropriate Sexual Behaviors
e 13-16 years of age
o Will need knowledge and have questions
about:
e Decision-making
* Social relationships and sexual customs
* Personal values and consequences of
sexual behavior
o Self-stimulation in private expected to
continue
o Girls will begin menstruation; boys will

produce sperm 1’;\

o Sexual experimentation with children of INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF

CHILD
SERVICES

similar age and development

P



HUMAN TRAFFICKING
RED FLAGS

Chronic runaway/history of
runaway/involvement with juvenile justice
Possess multiple cell phones

Numerous inconsistencies in their
story/restricted or scripted communication
Lying about age/has fake identification
Victim accompanied by another person who
is controlling or insists on speaking for the
victim

Neglected healthcare needs

John Doe (317)-###-#### Ext. ##H##

* Family relationship is not clear or no legal
guardian is evident

* Has information containing numbers, dollar
amounts, names or addresses

* Signs of violence

* History of sexual transmitted illness

* Possession of material items with lack of

resources to purchase them

* Frequent relocations ﬁ

INDIANA
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VULNERABILITIES

Involvement with child welfare/juvenile

justice

* Identifies as LGBTQ+

* Unsupervised access to adults through online
gaming, social media and websites

* History of child sexual abuse

* Homeless youth/youth living in poverty

* Undocumented minors

* Individuals with cognitive or developmental

disabilities

e Substance Use

Ty,
* Family conflict & Domestic Violence 1!

* Having an insecure attachment with INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF

caregivers CHILD
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PREVENTION

* Receive training on human trafficking
identification and reporting

* Encourage education for youth on healthy
relationships and consent, self-esteem, sexual
assault, domestic violence, and human trafficking

* Be a mentor or advocate through organizations
like CASA, Girls Inc., Big Brothers/Big Sisters, etc.

* Understand and talk about how demand fuels
commercial sex industry and how it impacts

human trafficking

L
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RESOURCES

* National Online Safety: https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides

* National Center for Missing and Exploited Children: https://www.missingkids.org/netsmartz/home

* Love 146 Not a Number Prevention Curriculum: https://lovel46.org/notanumber/

e The Nest Foundation: https://www.nestfoundation.org/prevention-education-program

* The National Child Traumatic Stress Network https://www.nctsn.org/what-child-trauma/trauma-

types/sex-trafficking/nctsn-resources

* Polaris Project: https://polarisproject.org/

e |PATH Statewide HT Task Force: https://icesaht.org/what-we-do/human-trafficking/ipath/

* |ITVAP (Indiana Trafficking Victims Assistance Program): https://indysb.org/itvap/

L
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CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT

How do you report suspected child abuse or

neglect?

Call the Indiana Child Abuse & Neglect Hotline,
24/7.

800.800.5556

¥
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CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT

Who should report?

* Indiana is a mandatory reporting state. Any
person who has reason to believe a child is

being abused or neglected shall make a report.
* Medical professionals, school personnel & law

enforcement officials have a higher duty to

report abuse or neglect.
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INDIANA CODE
§ 31-33-5-1 et. seq.

If an individual is required to make a report in the individual's capacity as a member of the
staff of a medical or other public or private institution, school, facility, or agency, the

individual shall “immediately” make a report to DCS or LEA. After making the report they will

notify the individual in charge of the institution, school, facility, or agency or designated agent
that the report was made.

Prohibits schools/corporations, facilities, and agencies from establishing policies that restrict
any employee’s duty to report.

Allows professional reporters to make either an oral or written report to DCS or law

enforcement.

Requires child abuse/neglect training for school employees every two years. l:i
INDIANA
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INDIANA CODE
§ 31-33-5-1 et. seq.

An individual is not relieved of the obligation to report on the individual's own behalf, unless a

report has already been made to the best of the individual's belief. IC 31-33-5-3.

A person who has a duty under this chapter to report that a child may be a victim of child abuse
or neglect shall “immediately” make an oral report to the department and/or the local law

enforcement agency. IC 31-33-5-4.
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“"IMMEDIATELY” DEFINED

“immediately” means “in an immediate manner;
specifically,
a) without intervening agency or cause; directly;

b) without delay; at once; instantly.”
Smith v. State, 8 N.E.3d 668, 677 (Ind. 2014)

(citing Webster's New World Dictionary of the
American Language, College Edition (1968).
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REPORTING

Call 800.800.5556

An intake specialist:

Directs caller immediately to 911 or law
enforcement if child is in imminent danger.
Listens/asks questions using intake guidance
tool.

Captures report information.

Sends report to local county office to

determine next steps.
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REPORTING

Intake specialists will ask questions about the child’s
current circumstances, safety, and identifying
information:

* Names of children involved

e Parent, guardian or custodian’s name

e Substance abuse issues

* Mental health concerns

e Other household members

* Ages of children

* Addresses & phone numbers

* Current Location

* Domestic violence

* Weapons in the home

Always report suspected abuse even if you don’t know Ii ‘i
the answers to all the questions. INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF

CHILD
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ACTION

Per Indiana law, certain criteria must be met
before a family case manager can be dispatched
to a home. If criteria is met, a thorough

assessment may be called for:

Immediately/2 hour (imminent danger)

Within 24 hours

Up to 5 days

Reports related to an open involvement will be

forwarded to staff working with the family. *"
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SCOPE OF ASSESSMENT

IC 31-33-8-7

The investigation may include the following:
A visit to the child's home.

| T,
An interview with the subject child. I )

A physical, psychological, or psychiatric examination of any

The local child protection service's investigation, to the extent that is

reasonably possible, must include the following:

The nature, extent, and cause of the known or suspected child A & N.
The identity of the person allegedly responsible for the child A & N.
The names and conditions of other children in the home.

An evaluation the parent, guardian, custodian of or person
responsible for the care of the child.

The home environment home and the relationship of the child to the
parent, guardian, or custodian or other persons responsible for the
child's care.

All other data considered pertinent.

INDIANA
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PARENTAL CONSENT

IC 31-33-8-7 (cont.)

If admission to the home, school, or any other place that child may

be; or permission of the parent, guardian, custodian, or other

persons responsible for the child for the physical, psychological, or

psychiatric examination cannot be obtained, the juvenile court, upon

good cause, shall follow the procedures identified in IC 31-21-12.

DCS must reguest consent of custodial parent or guardian to

interview the child if exigent circumstances do not exist.

DCS must request permission to enter the home from an adult (18

years of age or older) unless accompanied by law enforcement.

DCS defines exigent circumstances as situations that
would cause a reasonable person to believe that a timely
interview with the child is necessary due to concerns for

the child’s well-being and safety, and that seeking

parental, guardian, or custodian consent first may cause w
DEPARTMENT OF
harm to the child or place the child at greater risk. m

SERVICES
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OUTCOMES OF
ASSESSMENT

Substantiate

DCS finds enough facts to prove that child abuse

or neglect has occurred.

Unsubstantiate

DCS finds no credible evidence that child abuse or

neglect has occurred.
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

* Perhaps you can help coordinate with families for
before/after school programming/supervision,
meals, transportation needs.

* |dentifying and engaging families with their
informal supports

* Become a foster parent: 888.631.9510.

* Become an adoptive parent: 888.25ADOPT.

* Purchase a ‘Kids First’ license plate to help fund

prevention services.
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ONLINE TRAINING ON REPORTING

Lid

INDIANA
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Don't Wait! Make the Call.

CHILD
SERVICES

Don’t Wait! Make the Call.
Report Child Abuse and Neglect in Indiana

Public Online Training and Information Course
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EDUCATING OTHERS

Public Online Training and Information Course

* Learn the meaning of child abuse and neglect
in Indiana.

* Recognize and report child abuse and neglect
in Indiana.

e Learn who is required to report child abuse and
neglect in Indiana.

* Learn what happens once DCS receives a report
of child abuse or neglect.

e https://reportchildabuse.dcs.in.gov/

¥
Children are never protected by adult silence! INDIANA
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ADDITIONAL HELPFUL RESOURCES

Some resources to learn more about recognizing signs of abuse and
neglect are:

e US Department of Health and Human Services -
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/signs.pdf

* Mayo Clinic - https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-
conditions/child-abuse/symptoms-causes/syc-20370864?p=1

* Helpguide.org - https://www.helpguide.org/articles/abuse/child-
abuse-and-neglect.htm

* National Child Traumatic Stress Network -
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/all-nctsn-
resources?search=child+abuse&=Submit&resource type=All&trau ﬁ
ma type=All&language=All&audience=All INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF
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HOW DO YOU REPORT
CHILD ABUSE?

Call the Child Abuse & Neglect

Hotline

800.800.5556

Any Questions? ﬁ
INDIANA
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CHILD
SERVICES

John Doe (317)-###-#### Ext. #### email@email.com www.website.com



INDIANA

DEPARTMENT OF

CHILD
SERVICES

* Hannah Robinson, BA
Prevention Services Manager

Hannah.Robinson@dcs.in.gov

* Melaina Gant, M.Ed., CYC-P
Director, Education Services
ESSA State Point of Contact

Melaina.Gant@dcs.in.gov

“Indiana children will live in safe, healthy and supportive families and communities.”


mailto:Hannah.Robinson@dcs.in.gov
mailto:Melaina.Gant@dcs.in.gov

